
North Tawton is a small town located right in the heart of the Devonshire
countryside. Situated alongside the River Taw from which it takes its name,
it is arguably the smallest town in the county. Dartmoor, only a few miles
away, provides a dramatic backdrop to an ancient settlement whose history
began before the Romans established a fortification and continued through
the heyday of the wool trade to which North Tawton owes its early
prosperity. Although agriculture has played an important part in shaping the
history of the town, it also enjoys a long industrial tradition. Its central
position meant that it was a natural site for marketing the produce from its
hinterland which it did successfully for more than 500 years.

The people of the town worked hard but enjoyed their leisure time too. The
annual Sunday school outing was a treat not to be missed, as were the
carnival and the regular film shows in the Town Hall. For sport there was a
golf course and a tennis club as well as the clubs which exist today. At the
start of the twenty-first century the town is
home to numerous sporting groups and or-
ganisations.

The Book of North Tawton is a celebration of
local distinctiveness, an attempt to preserve
for future generations the unique cultural
heritage which makes NorthTawton what it
is today.

HALSGROVETITLE INFORMATION

Great Books from
your Local Bookseller

Great Books from
your Local Bookseller

The Halsgrove Group includes DAA Halsgrove Ltd., Halsgrove Ltd. & Halstar Ltd.
Registered in England &Wales Nos. 4136732, 6029724 & 6472636 at Halsgrove House,WellingtonTA21 9PZ.

Imprints: Halsgrove, Ryelands, Halstar, PiXZ Books & Halswood Journals. Halsgrove® is a registered trademark. Copyright© 2011

Halsgrove Publishing
Halsgrove House,
Ryelands Business Park,
Bagley Road,Wellington,
Somerset TA21 9PZ
Tel: 01823 653777
Fax: 01823 216796
www.halsgrove.com
e-mail: sales@halsgrove.com

HALSGROVE CATALOGUE
The full Halsgrove catalogue

is available free or visit
www.halsgrove.com

for regional and category
listings of available titles.

Format: Hardback, 160 pages, 297x210mm,
including over 200 historic photographs

Price: £24.99
ISBN: 978 1 84114 156 5
Imprint: Halsgrove
Published: 2002, reprinted October 2011

THE BOOK OF
NORTHTAWTON
Celebrating An Ancient Market Town

Alison Baker, David Hoare & Jean Shields

REPRINT



T
H
E

B
O

O
K

O
F

N
O

R
T
H

T
A
W

T
O

N

Example of a double-page spread.

Above:Wool factory workers. Left to right, back
row:Will Cann, Joe Towell,Will Pollard,Will Gage,Walter
Woods; front row:Will Bolt, Charlie Pollard, Edward Butt.

Left: Bill Martin with his taxi in the 1920s.

Above: Park Terrace, c.1914. Vera Knight is
the child in the foreground.

Right:North Tawton Ladies Cricket XI at
Hatherleigh, c.1980.

Below: Territorials outside the Gostwyck
Arms, 1914.


